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the realm of the producer to that of the consumer! But
that is the very essence of the co-operative movement,
the only way of bringing about the reign of concord
among mankind in the far but splendid future; for in
spite of the hopes of the pre-Marxian or Marxian So-
cialists, so long as economic control turns on the interests
of the producer, not only will the conflict between pro-
ducer and consumer continue, but, moreover, since there
are infinite degrees of ability and merit among producers,
their system will necessarily be hierarchical, and internal
conflict will be carried to a maximum. That is the funda-
mental divergence which, in spite of their close spiritual
connection, separates pre-i848 Socialism from co-opera-
tion.
We must now compare the Marxian doctrine with
that of co-operation. Here the dissensions are definitely
more important than the points of contact.
Gide has said that he could discover only two points of
resemblance. For one thing, co-operators, as well as
Marxians, are led by their principles to do everything
within their power for the removal of national frontiers
and class distinctions, since unity and peace are to the
advantage of the consumers in every country. It may be
said that truly these are to the advantage of all men in
whatsoever capacity they may be considered, yet it does
happen that, thinking of himself as a producer, a man
sometimes reckons that the misfortune of one—& bad
harvest or a slump in production—is the good fortune of
others. That is a mistake which no consumer could ever
make. Thus Gide, for whom all his life pacifism was a
master principle, could say with joy and pride, "there are
no more sincere internationalists and pacifists than the
co-operators of every country/'1
"Cooperation can accept also the socialisation of the
means of production, for that is exactly what it effected.
All those millions of capital invested in co-operative
stores, do you say they belong to private organisations
1 Gide: Le Programme cwperatiste.  Lectures delivered at the Coll&ge de
Fiance, 1923-24, secoad editioa, p. 69.

